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REFLECTING ON ST. KATHARINE’S
WORK BY ASBS DIRECTOR CAROLE BLANKS
As we enter into the beginning of 2017, one of the first public holidays celebrated is Dr. Martin Luther King’s Birthday followed by the celebration of
Black History Month. It is an appropriate time to also reflect on the work of
St. Katharine Drexel in the area of racial justice. There is so much recorded
in the SBS Archives related to St. Katharine’s work related to issues of racial
justice. The following article, written by Sr. Patricia Marshall, SBS, based on
SBS Archival material, will highlight some of her work. It is impressive to
read that even in Mother Katharine’s senior years, she continued to
“influence politicians and public opinion.” As Sr. Patricia Marshall states,
“…she never gave up.” This statement is one for us to reflect upon…those of
us who strive to walk in the footsteps of St. Katharine Drexel.
KATHARINE DREXEL ON RACIAL JUSTICE
BY SR. PATRICIA MARSHALL, SBS

N A M E

When it came to racial justice, Mother
Katharine Drexel engaged in activism in a way
that gave new meaning to the term. Hers was no
one-time, media-covered activity after which
she went back to a comfortable lifestyle. She
dealt with racism seriously and systemically and
over the long haul. She put building blocks in
place that would act, interact, and energize long
after she would be physically gone. In addition,
she did not hesitate to speak out against injustice to presidents and high church officials. The bread that she shared was
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She (St. Katharine) put building blocks in place
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after she would be physically gone.
both material and spiritual, and many of the persons she inspired and supported and with whom she collaborated went on to become leaders in the racial justice movement, both within and without the church. SBS archives
house extensive documentation of her actions above and beyond the founding
of the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, and of her collaboration with others
on racial justice issues.
Katharine Drexel worked tirelessly to promote racial justice within the
church in the United States. For example, she worked with others across the
country to integrate Catholic schools long before it was widely deemed feasible to do so. Notable among such schools was Catholic University. As a result
of her efforts and those of one bishop, two Oblate Sisters of Providence, both
graduates of Xavier University of Louisiana, were admitted to a summer session of that university, which was later to award her an honorary doctorate.
(Continued on next page.)
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SR. PATRICIA MARSHALL’S ARTICLE (Cont.)
Another typical action was that of Katharine and her sister, Louise Drexel Morrell, who, pleading on
behalf of "135,000 human beings in the City of Philadelphia of the Negro Race," requested the Board
of St. Joseph's Hospital to see to it that "the bequest left by our dear Father, Francis A. Drexel ... be
spent partially in opening its arms, even as were those of Jesus Christ on the Cross, to the aforementioned race--extending its buildings in such a way that this race may be cared for, even as our
own." Specifically they asked the Board to grant "at least an endowment of twenty-five beds for the
Colored of this diocese and that preference be given to patients recommended by the Sisters of the
Blessed Sacrament."
One of the most long-lasting ways in which Katharine Drexel addressed the church on racial justice
was by her collaboration with Father John LaFarge, SJ ( 1880-1963), who is widely credited with
founding the Interracial Justice Movement. Father LaFarge was the parish priest in St. Mary's
County, Maryland, at a time when the Cardinal Gibbons Institute (which educated black children
from all over the country) was struggling to exist. Father LaFarge sought funds from the two Drexel
sisters, Katharine and Louise, and thus began a long and fruitful collaboration. Inspired by the work
of Mother Katharine, and supported by her financially, Father LaFarge went on to organize an interracial apostolate in the United States, beginning with the Federated Colored Catholics of the United States and the Catholic Layman's Union. This led to the beginnings, in 1934, of the
Catholic Interracial Council of New York. This Council, under Father LaFarge 's direction, was widely imitated in other
cities. In 1958 the Chicago Interracial Council approached
Father LaFarge's New York Council and suggested that they
get together. As a result there was a historic meeting in St.
Louis of Catholic Interracial Councils from around the country, and by 1959 they became federated and known as the National Catholic Conference for Interracial justice (NCCIJ).

Thus there was an organization in place and ready to
mobilize Catholics when the call came to march on
Selma, Alabama, in 1965.

March on Selma

Katharine Drexel spoke out to more than church officials and institutions, and she never gave up.
Even as a senior citizen in the early 1930s she was acting to raise consciousness among the sisters
themselves and to influence politicians and public opinion.
But the end is reconciliation; the end is redemption; the end is the creation
of the beloved community. It is this type of spirit and this type of love that
can transform opposers into friends. It is this type of understanding goodwill that will transform the deep gloom of the old age
into the exuberant gladness of the new age.
It is this love which will bring about miracles in the hearts of men.
Rev. Martin Luther King

Editor’s Note: How did or how will your ASBS faith community observe Dr. Martin Luther King’s Birthday, Black History Month and St. Katharine’s Feast Day? Share your
activities with an article to the next newsletter. Articles due April 15.
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BENSALEM RETREAT BY ASBS RENEE ROBINSON, PhD
On November 12, 2016 the Bensalem ASBS held their annual Retreat on
the grounds of the Bensalem Motherhouse. Sr. Mary Roger Thibodeaux
facilitated the discernment journey, attended by Associates from across
Philadelphia and surrounding counties. In addition to Sr. Roger’s reflections on the life and mission of St. Katherine Drexel, the use of the Motherhouse grounds enriched the day long Retreat experience, and helped to
create a very special place to refocus and reconnect with the central commitments that each Associate has made. Through prayer and deep reflection we were reminded to share our belief,
“Eucharist: Food for the Journey”, through
simple acts of kindness. Sr. Roger’s introduced a mantra: “Smile Speak
Share” to help us focus on projecting “positive thoughts about a person”
through our daily interactions. To shy away from someone because of
their appearance or demeanor may serve to further alienate souls from
the Love of Christ.
Lunch and fellowship with the resident Sisters, and time for visits to the
Motherhouse grounds and Shrine helped to
complete our day. Another highlight of the Retreat, the ASBS Commissioning Liturgy, held in St. Elizabeth Chapel, memorialized St. Josaphat, Bishop
and Martyr. Rev. Gerard Jordan, O. Praem, Celebrant and Homilist,
stressed the values of faithfulness and charity in our practice of a Christian
life. Through the Associate Commitment and prayer ceremony, Michele
Hauser was welcomed into the Bensalem community. Michele was introduced to ASBS by Helen Pardo and Lola White. Michele is a parishioner at
St. Barbara Roman Catholic Church where she participates in the Rosary
Group and Bible Study. We look forward to her continued participation in
our work.
“The Mysteries of the Rosary and St. Katherine Drexel” booklet, compiled by Sr. Jane Nesmith SBS
and Stephanie Morris, PhD, C.A., and illustrated by Ethan Malveaux, was distributed to the Associates. The booklet is a beautiful meditative aid. Sr. Jane Nesmith indicated that the proceeds from
sales of the booklet will be directed to ministries in Jamaica and Haiti. For orders and additional information, Please contact Sr. Jane Nesmith, 215 244 9900, ext. 356.
Photos by ASBS Joan Chisholm
(Left) Sr. Maureen Patricia, SBS, celebrated her
100th Birthday amid a joyous party which included the
Mayor and other dignitaries at the Motherhouse. She
was truly Queen for a Day.
Happy Birthday, dear Sister!
  
(Right) Barbara Cobia of St. Barbara Parish in Philadelphia hugs Sr. Mary Norbert, SBS, at Our Lady of
Hope Church on October 22nd. Sr. Norbert became an
Honorary Member of the Knights of Peter Claver, Ladies Auxiliary.
Congratulations, Sister!
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NEW IBERIA NEWS BY ASBS CAROL GAIGNARD
Knights of Peter Claver Ladies Auxiliary Our Lady of Victory Court # 63
Two New Iberia ASBS were honored by Knights of Peter Claver at their annual
conference. New Iberia ASBS Onella Viltz received the KPC 2016 Gold Award.
Of Merit. She has been a member of the Court for fifty-eight years. She is truly a
woman of God being dedicated, committed, loyal and faithful. ASBS Viltz (Lady
Viltz) is a former educator at St. Edward School in New Iberia. She is or has been
a member of many organizations in St. Edward Church including, the ASBS, Eucharistic Ministers, visiting the sick and shut ins, lector, Legion of Mary, Booster
Club and others. She is a volunteer at the hospital, St. Francis Diner and the Social Service Center. She received the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King award from
the Diocese of Lafayette and was named teacher of the year by the diocese. Other Lady Viltz wearawards she received from the Knights of Peter Claver include: Silver Medal, 25 ing Gold Award
of Merit.
Year Member Certificate and 50 Year Member Certificate. ASBS/Lady Onella
Viltz is a caring, generous and capable woman who loves God and wants to help
others.
New Iberia ASBS Peggy JeanBatiste received the KPC 2016 Silver
Award of Merit. She has been a member of St. Peter Claver Ladies
Auxiliary for the past fourteen years. She has held many offices in
the organization during that time. ASBS/Lady JeanBatiste is very
active in St. Edward Church where she attends daily Mass, is a lector
and Eucharistic Minister, serves on the Liturgy/Spiritual Life Committee and is active in the St. Edward Booster Club. She and her
husband Lawrence received the 2016 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
Award from the Diocese of Lafayette. She also serves on the LouisiLady JeanBatiste wearing
ana
Head-Start Association Board of Directors because she believes
Silver Award of Merit
in reaching out to our children. Whenever anything needs to be done
in the Church or in any of the organizations she participates in, ASBS JeanBatiste is always available—truly, a cheerful giver.
Drexel Society, Inc. On the weekend of September 30 through October 2, 2016, the Drexel Society
held its National Biennial convention in New Iberia LA, a special time and a special place. The special time was October 1, the 16th Anniversary of the canonization of St. Katharine Drexel and the
Special place was St. Edward Church and School grounds where St. Katharine walked and worshipped. Delores Raymond, President of the local chapter, reported that 190 members of the Society
from around the country attended. The group had a tour of St. Edward School which St. Katharine
started. They also had a celebratory Mass at St. Edward Church on Sunday. ASBS were invited to
share in the celebration. Deborah Conner is a New
Iberia ASBS and also a very active member of the
Drexel Society. ASBS Conner stated that she joined
the Drexel Society about 15 years ago because she
wanted to give more to the Church and community.
“St. Katharine Drexel taught that we are all one in
Christ and in loving one another. I wanted to be
part of her history.”
St. Edward School’s mission continues to be, “Living
the Eucharistic Reality that all are one in Christ.” It
is that mission that has motivated the Drexel Society
to enthusiastically continue to support and foster the
work begun by St. Katharine Drexel.
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ASBS Deborah Conner, (standing second from
left), St. Edward Principal Karen Bonin (seated
first from left), Pastor Rev. Thomas Vu (seated
fourth from left), Drexel Society National President Mary Reescano (seated fifth from left).
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RAYNE ASBS HOST NEW IBERIA ASBS FOR ANNUAL
RETREAT
On November 5, 2016, the Rayne ASBS faith community (AKA Raynedears), hosted the New Iberia
faith community for the annual retreat. Sr. M. Roger Thiboedaux, SBS was our guest speaker and
retreat guide. The day started with prayer. Sr. Mary Roger spoke to us on the topic of “God Lives
Through Us.” We are called to evangelize in our everyday life.
She gave examples of how to do this as we “Smile, Speak and
Share..” Sr. Roger reminded us to ask the Lord to “take us
back to the place we first knew Him.” In other words, what and
who led us and leads us closer to the Lord. Keep in mind the
joy we first experienced in the Lord—do not forget it and do not
forget to share it. She also asked for our prayers for the Sisters
of the Blessed Sacrament as they move forward into the future.
ASBS Brenda Francis, Rayne Coordinator, led us in a beautiful
Left to right: ASBS Brenda Francis,
guided mediation. Two new Rayne Associates were commisRayne
Coordinator; ASBS Edna
sioned, Edna Mayfield Broussard and Dora Senegal. Rev. RichMayfield
Broussard; Sr. Mary Rogard Wagner, SSJ, Pastor of Our Mother of Mercy parish in
er,
SBS;
ASBS
Dora Senegal; ASBS
Rayne led us in prayer and celebrated the closing Mass. Our
Mother of Mercy Church was one of the “Holy Door” churches Evelyn Jefferson, New Iberia Coordinator
designated by the Diocese of Lafayette for the Year of Mercy.
During the Mass a busload of about 60 pilgrims from throughout the diocese joined the ASBS in renewing their commitment. It was truly a joyful celebration!
(Left) Gary, IN welcomes new ASBS Cheryl Spence and
Richard Broughton to their faith community.
(Below) Los Angeles ASBS contributed food items for the
Annual Christmas Dinner for the Homeless sponsored by St.
Agatha Catholic Church. Some ASBS participated in the
preparation and serving of the meal on Christmas Day.

He has
no hands

but
ours.

GONE HOME TO THEIR LORD!
Sr. June Fisher, SBS (October 11) - Sr. Madonna Walsh, SBS (October 18)
Sr, Marguerite Lewis, SBS (November 11)
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ASBS GATHERING IN FERRIER HAITI BY BELLE GLADE,
FL ASBS GLORIA VAN BROCKLIN
A gathering of the ASBS took place Wednesday, January 4, 2017, at the Convent of the SBS in Ferrier, Haiti. Sr. Pat Downs, SBS and Gloria Van Brocklin, ASBS who were visiting the ministry in Ferrier conducted the gathering for 28 ASBS. The gathering opened with the Associates prayer in Creole, followed by scripture reading of Matthew 25:31-40, read in Creole. “…. for I was hungry and you
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, .…”
As ASBS, we have been given the gift of Saint Katharine’s charism, to reach out and take care of our
brothers and sisters in need. As St. Katharine sacrificed many moments in her life to bring Jesus to
those who did not know Christ, to provide an education to many who were uneducated, to feed the
poor, to clothe the naked, visit the sick and those imprisoned, likewise, we must follow her dedication
to seek out our brothers and sisters in need. With this vision in mind and heart, how do “we” carry
out St. Katharine’s charism? A moment of time was given to the Associates to discuss “our” spirituality modeled after St. Katharine.
Many of the Associates responded how they individually serve their neighbors, and how the group
reaches out to the community and their activity in service to St. Charles Church. It was an inspiration to hear how ASBS care for the needy, given the struggles that each one deals with daily in Ferrier. We discussed the many meanings of what “poverty” is: freedom from worry about possessions,
freedom to love many people not exclusively of one person and freedom from excessive self-interest.
Poverty is not just lack of human needs, but to have freedom not to be excessive in greater needs, to
be thankful for the love of Jesus, and know that He provides for us in our need. This opens-up our
heart to love our brothers and sisters and to care for others in the service to God, to imitate Jesus in
prayer, to be obedient, to be faithful to our Lord, and to be in the Will of God.
Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, said, “We maybe of different religions, of different ethnicities and
cultures, yet we are all children of God, created in His likeness. We are One Family.”

ATLANTA ASBS ACTIVITIES BY ASBS CATHARINE

JUDD

After our inspirational pilgrimage to the Motherhouse for the Great Celebration, the Atlanta ASBS faith community, under new leadership this fall,
set some immediate and active plans for spiritual growth and service to the
poor. In October, we enjoyed fellowship together as we made more than a
hundred delicious meat and cheese sandwiches for distribution to a church
providing meals for the homeless. Due to a timing conflict, God revealed
His plan for us to distribute the sandwiches ourselves to our dear brothers
and sisters living on the streets of Atlanta. Seeing Jesus in those faces and
Atlanta ASBS at the Monlives reminded us of how we all belong to one another.
astery of the Holy Spirit
Not far from Atlanta, in Conyers, Georgia, is the Monastery of the Holy
Spirit. In November, our ASBS community was able to gather there for spiritual opportunities by
learning about the monks and their history and mission. We also prayed with them at their noon
prayer service in the beautiful church they built with their own loving labor. Our visit was on the last
Saturday before the closing of the Holy Door, so we had one more chance to pass through the Holy
Door, prepared for the Year of Mercy, and to gain indulgences for ourselves or for our departed
loved ones. For our Advent outing in December, we gathered together for a prayer service and tasty
food at a nearby restaurant. Wonderful friendship and the presence of Sister Virginia, SBS, brought
us all together to appreciate what gifts we have in each other.
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SPIRITUALITY
AND PRAYERIN SUGAR GROVE IL BY
SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT
BY SUGAR GROVE, IL

ASBS GARY SCOTT

ASBS GARY SCOTT
As we prepared for our monthly meeting, my wife Kathy and I were noting that part of our core
ASBS values include that we each desire to grow in personal holiness through times of prayer and
spiritual enrichment. Many in our Associate Faith Community are committed to prayer and spiritual development, but we thought it would be good to add something “new” to our monthly meetings.
The Sugar Grove Associates invited Lori Dressel, Community Director for the LaSalle Manor Retreat Center, Plano, IL to speak to us about Spirituality and Prayer. Lori has spoken many times at
various parish retreats, and her presentation on Fostering a Contemplative Spirituality was both interesting and joyful.
Lori started out by introducing perhaps the most powerful statement St. Katharine Drexel made, and
which is at the heart of the SBS spirituality; “Ours is the Spirit of the Eucharist - The Total Gift of
Self.” Kathy and I have experienced the warmth of the SBS retelling of St. Katharine’s devotion to
Our Lord, and her many hours in silent prayer and devotion to the Blessed Sacrament.
Lori spoke to us about Centering Prayer, prayer having an essential ingredient; silence. My guess is
that a great clutter of outside “stuff” enters into our thoughts when we work at spirituality and prayer: what’s for dinner, today’s work, family and friends.
Fr. Thomas Keating, a Trappist monk and priest believed that “God’s first language is silence. Everything else is just translation.” Centering Prayer is a method of silent prayer in which we may experience God's presence within us, closer than our breathing, closer than our thoughts, closer than consciousness itself. The source of Centering Prayer is the Indwelling Trinity:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. St. Theresa of Calcutta once said, "In the
silence of the heart God speaks. If you face God in prayer and silence,
God will speak to you …."
We live in a very noisy world. The noises in our head create uncertainty,
and this uncertainty can quickly drown out the presence of God in our
thoughts. Centering Prayer is not meant to replace other prayer. Rather,
it adds depth of meaning to all prayer and emphasizes prayer as a personal
relationship with God, and a movement beyond conversation with Christ
to communion with Him. The experience was powerful, and enriching to
us all.

ANOINTING IN NEEDLES BY ASBS LAURA VERA
The ASBS St Ann's Parish in Needles, CA started our year and 1st
meeting on September 15, 2016 with attending anointing of the sick
for ASBS Theresa Thompson’s daughter Jennifer. Retired Priest
Father Jim Maher gave her the sacrament. It was a moving, prayer
filled and comforting experience for all.
L-R Jennifer Thompson in chair, Fr. Jim Maher, ASBS Theresa
Thompson, and Melissa Thompson, Theresa’s other daughter.
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TOTAL GIFT OF SELF

NEXT ARTICLES DUE
APRIL 15, 2017

Intercessory Prayer from Magnificat Magazine
For those who go to bed hungry,
that they may be fed by those who have more food than they need.
For those who suffer the diseases of poverty,
that they may find help from those who suffer the diseases of affluence.
For those who are neglected,
that they may find care from those who are loved.
For those who have died,
that they may be raised to eternal life.
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