
Imagine 
you are  one 
of the wom-
en hearing 
this mes-
sage from 
the Angel.  
What do you think?  What do you feel?  What do you 
believe?  What do you do?  What does it mean?  Does 
it change everything?  If not, it SHOULD.   

  

Yes, Our Savior has risen and EVERYTHING is 
changed.   

 

Consider prayerfully these excerpts from Pope Francis’  Easter Proclama-
tion for 2016: 

Our birth would have been Our birth would have been Our birth would have been Our birth would have been no gain no gain no gain no gain     
If we had not been redeemed.If we had not been redeemed.If we had not been redeemed.If we had not been redeemed.    

    
O wonder of your humble care for us!  O wonder of your humble care for us!  O wonder of your humble care for us!  O wonder of your humble care for us!      

O love, O charity, … to ransom a slave you gave away O love, O charity, … to ransom a slave you gave away O love, O charity, … to ransom a slave you gave away O love, O charity, … to ransom a slave you gave away     
YOUR Son!YOUR Son!YOUR Son!YOUR Son!    

    
The sanctifying power of this night dispels wickedness, The sanctifying power of this night dispels wickedness, The sanctifying power of this night dispels wickedness, The sanctifying power of this night dispels wickedness,     
washes faults away, restores innocence to the fallen, washes faults away, restores innocence to the fallen, washes faults away, restores innocence to the fallen, washes faults away, restores innocence to the fallen,     

fosters concord and brings down the mighty.fosters concord and brings down the mighty.fosters concord and brings down the mighty.fosters concord and brings down the mighty.    
    
O truly blessed night, when things of heaven are wed to those O truly blessed night, when things of heaven are wed to those O truly blessed night, when things of heaven are wed to those O truly blessed night, when things of heaven are wed to those 

of earth, and divine to human.of earth, and divine to human.of earth, and divine to human.of earth, and divine to human.    
    

May this flame be found still burning by the Morning Star, May this flame be found still burning by the Morning Star, May this flame be found still burning by the Morning Star, May this flame be found still burning by the Morning Star, 
the one Morning Star who never sets, Christ your Son, the one Morning Star who never sets, Christ your Son, the one Morning Star who never sets, Christ your Son, the one Morning Star who never sets, Christ your Son,     

who has shed His peaceful light on humanity.who has shed His peaceful light on humanity.who has shed His peaceful light on humanity.who has shed His peaceful light on humanity.    
    
Each Spring, we are reminded of new life or renewal through God’s mercy 
and love.    This is the beautiful time of the year that  God has chosen for His 
Son’s Resurrection.  As Pope Francis said at last year’s Easter vigil, “To en-
ter into the mystery means going beyond our own comfort zone, beyond the 
laziness and indifference which hold us back, and going in search of truth, 
beauty and love.”  I think our ASBS Faith Communities reinforce our per-
sonal commitments to constant renewal of our love for our Beloved and our 
love for His beloved children, often pushing us beyond our individual com-
fort zones by the graces we receive in Association, graces we see in our fellow 
Associates and in our beloved Sisters.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
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“He is not here; 
He has risen.”  

Matt. 28:5-6 
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The Atlanta Associates continue to walk in the footsteps of St. Katharine 
Drexel.  In March of 1919 Mother Katharine and Mother Agatha visited 
the gravesite in Atlanta of Sr. Agnese Murphy.  Sr. Agnese died in the 
convent of Our Lady of Lourdes on a cold morning in January 1919.  She 
is buried at a local cemetery in Atlanta, GA.  This was Sr. Agnese’s first 
assignment as an SBS.  She was the third grade teacher at the school. She 
died of Tuberculosis after an influenza epidemic in the city.  The Atlanta 
Associates try to visit her gravesite once a year.  The Associates visiting 
her gravesite this year placed flowers on the grave and each associate 
shared in the reading of the prayer service for Sr. Agnese.  ASBS Cathe-
rine Judd then read a short biography of Sr. Agnese. She is the only SBS 
buried in Atlanta.  We prayed for all the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament 
and the Associates.  We meditated for a short time and left the gravesite. 

 

Just as Katharine, Elizabeth and Louise assisted their mother in giving 
clothes to the needy, feeding the hungry, and giving comfort to those in 

need, so do the Atlanta Asso-
ciates. Belinda Skelton, 
ASBS coordinated one of our service projects by collect-
ing from our faith community toiletries and slightly worn 
clothes and shoes for the women being released from the 
Metro Training Center in Atlanta to assist them in prepa-
ration to re-enter society and the job market.  This is an 
ongoing project. 

During the Dr. Martin Luther King weekend celebrati on, 
the Atlanta Associates prepared over 250 sandwiches to 
be given at the door of the morning ministry at the Catho-
lic Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.  This ministry 
gives a sandwich and a cup of coffee to people coming to 
the door in the morning. The faith community in Atlanta 
continues to follow Saint Katharine in her footsteps.  

 

ATLANTA ASBS CONTINUE TO WALK IN THE 
FOOTSTEPS OF ST. KATHARINE BY ASBS KAREN ALLEN 

VOLUME 14,  ISSUE 2 Page 3 

Associates visiting            
Sr. Agnese’s gravesite 

Preparing sandwiches for morning ministry 

THURSDAY * * * MARCH  3 * * * ST. KATHARINE DREXEL * * * VIRGIN 

              Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD who made us.                                           
 For He is our God, and we are the people He shepherds, the flock He guides.   Psalm 95:6-7 

 

Katharine Drexel was a wealthy heiress and Philadelphia society maven.  Imagine the shock at the head-
lines: "Miss Drexel Enters Convent —Gives up 7 Million.”  Katharine was so disturbed by the injustices 
against Native and African Americans that she founded the sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, an order de-
voted to serving them.  This was in 1891, when such radical action by a Catholic (and a woman) was unimag-
inable.  She spent her life and her fortune fighting racial injustice by endowing schools and foundations, in-
cluding the only historically Black Catholic university in the world, Xavier University in New Orleans.  (2016 
A Book of Grace-Filled Days by Jessica Mesman Griffith) 



In August of 2014, Sonia Guillaume and Gloria Van Brocklin, 
ASBS, and Sr. Anne Meehan and Sr. Laura Cavanaugh, 
SBS, invited twelve people to a meeting telling them about 
ASBS membership, the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, our 
founding, our mission, and our prayer.  Since we had known 
one another for many years, this was a delightful first meeting, 
and a renewal of what most had known all of these years. We 
continued to meet every two or three months until November, 
2015, when we discerned that all were ready for SBS Associa-
tion. Three men and ten women declared their readiness. We 
were thrilled! 

On Saturday, January 16th, we held a retreat at St. Philip 
Benizi Catholic Church in Belle Glade, FL Lunch and the Pre-
commissioning Service took place in the office.  

While this was going on, we heard helicopters overhead and 
police sirens screaming a few blocks away. A young man had 
been shot and killed by a sheriff’s deputy. We do not know the 
facts of the case, but ask everyone to join in prayer for this es-
calating situation that SBS and ASBS experience all over our 
country today. 

On Sunday, January 17th, we 
held  our commissioning service 
at the Creole Mass. We will let the 
pictures tell the beauty of the oc-
casion. We had time to place each 
certificate in a frame before they 
were presented, and we vested 
each in the stole in front of the 
congregation. Father Nesly Leon-
ard, who newly arrived from Hai-
ti, was fantastic. After the Mass, 
we ate again in the library. Gloria 
Van Brocklin provide the food. 
The following thirteen new ASBS 
were commissioned to assist our 
grateful SBS Congregation: 

Martine Dominique, Christina 
Faustin, Wilhemene Inivil, Jean Claude Inivil, Marie G. Jean,  Marlene Joseph, Carmen Levasseur, 
Dieuvelus Levasseur, Paulonne Nonombre, Anna Pierre, Delicia Pierre, Marie Ste. Therese and 
Gerard Tesume. 
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BELLE GLADE WELCOMES THIRTEEN NEW 
ASSOCIATES BY SR. ANNE  MEEHAN, SBS 
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GONE HOME TO THEIR LORD 
Bensalem ASBS Sherriannetta Mae Reid was called home after a prolonged illness on 
December 2, 2015.  “Sherry”  attended St, Ignatius Elementary and Middle schools and 
West Catholic High School for Girls.   She attended Fordham university and received her 
degree in Elementary Education at Carnegie Mellon University, as well as a master’s de-
gree in Theology from St. Charles Borromeo Seminary.  In 2000, Sherry was honored to 
commit to being an Associate of the sisters of the Blessed Sacrament and bore witness to 
the values, spirituality and mission of St. Katharine Drexel. 

Los Angeles ASBS Edna Nicholson went home to her Lord after serving as Assistant to 
Bishop Gordon Bennett, principal of Loyola High School in Los Angeles, for many years.  
Edna was a sweet and holy woman and was honored at a memorial Mass by the Jesuits on 

February 22. 

Los Angeles ASBS Marcelle Mahlinger went home to God in February. Marcelle attended 
Holy Providence at the Motherhouse as a child. She was one of the first Los Angeles Asso-
ciates, and was a very kind and giving person who never complained. She was a very dedi-
cated associate and very close to many of the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament. 

ASBS from New Iberia, St. Martinville and Rayne 
postponed their joint October retreat because of bad 
weather.  The rescheduled retreat was held on May 5, 
2016 in New Iberia which made it doubly special since 
the feast day of St. Katharine Drexel was being cele-
brated at St. Edward Church that weekend.  St. Ed-
ward is sacred ground since St. Katharine walked 
there.  The New Iberia ASBS celebrated St. 
Katharine’s feast day by once again publicizing St. 
Katharine to six churches in the city.  Then on Friday, 
October 4th, St. Edward School children had their an-
nual celebratory Mass.   

Finally, on Saturday, we had a wonderful retreat at St. 
Edward with the three faith communities.  ASBS Dea-
con Raymond 

DeRouen and Deacon Nolton Senegal assisted in the retreat.  
We began with a prayer service, then Deacon Senegal gave a 
talk based on the theme of the Pilgrimage, “Be one to Ignite 
Celestial Fireworks, Radiating the Truth and Goodness of the 
Risen Christ with Joy.” He also told us how St. Katharine 
started Xavier University on the grounds of the old Southern 
University in New Orleans and all the circumstances sur-
rounding that.  Now as anyone enters New Orleans, the first 
major sight they see is the beautiful campus of Xavier Univer-
sity.  This was followed by reflections from several of the 
ASBS on their early experiences with the Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament.  There was also a Holy Hour which included bene-
diction, a healing service and veneration of the relic of St. 
Katharine.  The day was closed with Mass where the ASBS 
were joined by the Drexel Society giving witness that the spirit 
of St. Katharine continues to this day. 

DOUBLE CELEBRATION BY NEW IBERIA, ST. 
MARTINVILLE AND RAYNE FAITH COMMUNITIES 
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St. Martinville Coordinator Margaret Richard (left) 
and Rayne Coordinator Brenda Francis (right) receive 
gifts for their faith communities from New Iberia Coor-
dinator, Evelyn Jefferson at the retreat. 

Deacon Nolton Senegal sets the tone  

of the retreat. 



St. Ignatius of Loyola parish in Philadelphia hosted their annual Paschal 
Supper.  This religious ritual/meal is a communal ritual that highlights the 
link between the Jewish Passover celebration and Jesus’ institution of the 
Eucharist.  ASBS Lorena Horsey served as the Mother figure for this cele-
bration . Her role was to open the ceremony and invite the family 
( church) to be a part of this celebration. Other ASBS in the parish also 
participated.    

 

ASBS Mary Leisring has been very faithful about sharing information on the news-
letters she is responsible for in the Denver Archdiocese.  If you have not seen Mary’s 
e mails, you may want to look at the website of Julia Greeley (www.juliagreeley.org).  
Julia is known as Denver’s Angel of Charity.  “Freed by Lincoln's Emancipation 
Proclamation in 1863, Julia subsequently earned her keep by serving white families 
in Missouri, Colorado, Wyoming and New Mexico—though mostly in the Denver 
area. Whatever she did not need for herself, Julia spent assisting poor families in her 
neighborhood. When her own resources were inadequate, she begged for food, fuel 
and clothing for the needy. One writer later called her a "one-person St. Vincent de 
Paul Society." To avoid embarrassing the people she helped, Julia did most of her 
charitable work under cover of night through dark alleys.”  (from the website)  There is also a news-
letter published by the Julia Greeley Guild, entitled “Lil’ Red Wagon.”  Finally, Mary publishes a 
newsletter for the Office of Black Catholics that she heads (http://archden.org/blackcatholic). 

ASBS NEWS AND NOTES 
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