National Shrine of Saint Katharine Drexel

www.KatharineDrexel.org

Saint Katharine’s CIRCLE
Quarterly Newsletter

Volume II, #1

February 2015

Bucks County Holiday TreeFest ended on
Tuesday, January 6 and for the second year the
tree decorated by Volunteer Craft Women for Saint
Katharine Drexel received the First Place Award.
There were approximately 24 participants, over
6,000 visited Bucks County Visitors Center and over
2,000 participated in the voting process. The theme
was "Hope for the Children of the World".
Our message read: Saint Katharine Drexel, a Philadelphian born into luxury, lived her adult life providing
"Hope for the Children of the World." May we at this Christmas Season recognize as Katharine did, the
child "who may come to school without breakfast, bring nothing for lunch, have sickness in the house
and no medicine." May we lend a hand to a child and be a gift so that the belief in the message of the
Christ Child can be a reality: "Peace on Earth to all of good will". This message is always in SEASON!

NOVENA: Saint Katharine Drexel Novena begins on February 22. We will
have a link to the Novena Prayers on the SBS website (www.KatharineDrexel.org).
We will start the Novena by having a “Novena & Nosh” (reflection and
refreshments) at the Mission Center on Sunday, February 22 from 2 – 4 pm. We
have found that the Novena is a great way to begin the preparation for the Feast
Day Celebration. This year we will place all Novena petitions on the altar in Saint
Elizabeth Chapel.
Did you know that all prayer requests placed in the Apache
Burden Basket that hangs on the left side of Saint Katharine’s
tomb are respectfully shredded and placed in a bio-degradable
bag and buried with a Sister of the Blessed Sacrament? We have
a plaque above the Burden Basket explaining our Catholic belief
in the Communion of Saints.

Prayer Sister for February and March is Sister Maureen Hurley. Sister is
from Massachusetts and her ministry at Xavier University of Louisiana was as a
Professor of Biology. Recently Sister moved from the warmth of New Orleans to
enjoy the seasonal changes of weather in Bensalem.
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FEAST DAY CELEBRATIONS:


MARCH 3

This year we will celebrate the commissioning of the

Honor Guards at a noon Mass on Tuesday, March 3. The Honor Guards are those who volunteer
time to assist visitors who come to the Shrine. They commit to spend time in the Shrine and
praying before the Blessed Sacrament.


MARCH 8

Our “public” celebration at the National Shrine will be on Sunday, March 8.

Archbishop Charles Chaput, OFM of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, will be the celebrant and
homilist. Following the Mass we will have the presentation of the Saint Katharine Drexel
National Justice Award.

Saint Katharine Drexel National Justice Award 2015
will be presented to Carmen Bermúdez, founder and CEO of Mission
Management & Trust Co., the nation’s first and only minority-woman owned
independent trust company. The Company was founded in 1994.
Sr. Anne Kelly, SBS who nominated Carmen states: “Throughout her early years
in her native Costa Rica, Carmen felt the scourge of poverty. ‘One day, I
complained about being poor, and my mother asked me what I was going to do
about it. I said I was going to be a bullfighter, and she laughed and CHALLENGED me to fight a cow in a
nearby field. I climbed the fence, and saw that there was also a bull. When the bull lowered its horns as
if to charge, I ran back. It awoke something in me. I liked feeling that fear’.”
At fifteen, Carmen and her mother were sponsored to come to the United States. When Carmen finally
earned money that was not committed to daily expenses, her initial purchase was a used typewriter.
Never settling for the status quo, she continued to advance to increasingly responsible positions
throughout her life. In 1994, Carmen took her most daring career steps, committing her life’s savings to
establish Mission Management & Trust Co.
Indelibly conditioned by her own difficult and humble early years, Carmen continues to invest large
amounts of time in promoting projects designed to lift others to higher levels of accomplishments. This
is done; Mission offered scholarship aid to minority women, provides numerous internship
opportunities to women and minority students. Carmen invests her time assisting young woman on
probation or who are attempting to rise above drug abuse backgrounds or difficult family circumstances.
When speaking to the corporate or educational elite, she emphasized that those who reach the top
must remember to send the elevator back down.
The National Shrine of Saint Katharine Drexel continues to plan with other Shrines
located in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia for this BLESSED EVENT. Please follow
the updates on our SBS web site, Face Book for Katharine Drexel National Shrine,
and new web site www.PhillyShrines.org. We are hoping that Xavier University
Concert Choir and Members from the Kateri Conference Office will assist us in our event celebrations.
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SPECIAL OFFER for readers of the SKD CIRCLE!
The Gift Shop at the National Shrine of St. Katharine Drexel is making Lou Baldwin’s
biography “Saint Katharine Drexel, Apostle to the Oppressed”
available for $5 per copy (retail $12.95) when purchased by the case of 44 books.
Total cost of $220 per case includes shipping! A great opportunity to give out as
gifts or sell as a parish fundraiser. Contact Tina at the Mission Center for more
information or to order your books. [215-244-9900 ext 380]

From the Archives
SISTERS OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: 1941 – 2014
The Fiftieth Anniversary of the founding of the Sisters of
the Blessed Sacrament was celebrated privately on February 12, 1941, and
then with the joyous participation of many on April 18-20, 1941. Pope
Pius XII sent an apostolic blessing. After the festivities, mission life
continued anew. Mother Mary of the Visitation Leary (Superior
General, 1940 – 1952) saw to the opening of missions from New Jersey to
California, Indiana to Oklahoma, Tennessee and Texas, New York and
Missouri. The Rural Schools continued to expand with missions opening
in St. Martinville, Church Point, Carencro, and Rayne, Louisiana.
Mother M. Anselm McCann (S.G. 1952-1964) had the sad responsibility of
overseeing Mother Katharine’s funeral, March 8, 1955. Her generous heart, eager for the
evangelization of souls, finally stopped March 3, 1955. Words of consolation and gratitude
came from all over the world. Change, in the form of federal laws requiring the integration of
schools, came about this time. Many SBS elementary schools were merged with white
elementary schools, directing the younger children to go to the formerly all-Black school and the
upper elementary grade students to go to the formerly all-White school.
Mother M. David Young (S.G. 1964-1970) continued the post-integration efforts.
Xavier University was turned over to lay leadership with Mother David continuing as Chairman
of the Board of Trustees. On June 26, 1968, Dr. Norman Francis was appointed the first lay
president of the newly independent Xavier University. He is the longest-sitting college president
in the United States and will retire in the spring of 2015.
The cause for Mother Katharine’s beatification and canonization was opened in 1964.
Sr. Mary Elizabeth Fitzpatrick (President, 1970-1980) continued to plan for the
SBS’ future by bringing the Sisters from Torresdale to the new wing, St. Michael Hall,
Bensalem. The Retreat Center and infirmary at the Drexels’ former summer home, St. Michel,
were closed and the property became what is now Aria-Torresdale Hospital.
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Mother Katharine’s Writings were approved by the Vatican in 1987 and she was named
“Venerable.”
Sr. Mary Jane O’Donnell was
president for one term, 1980 – 1985,
succeeded by the vice-president,
Sr. M. Juliana Haynes. Sr. Juliana
had made her first profession March 9,
1955, just after Mother Katharine’s
funeral. In 1988, Sr. Juliana
represented the Sisters in Rome as
President at the time of Mother
Katharine’s Beatification.
Work on the Cause continued under
Sr. Marie McGuigan (1990 – 1995),
culminating in the canonization of St.
Katharine Drexel on Oct. 1, 2000,
while Sr. Monica Loughlin was
president.
At the same time, missions contracted and expanded. Several SBS schools closed due to
integration while the Sisters opened missions in Cincinnati, OH, Pala and Los Angeles, CA,
Rochester, MA, San Carlos, AZ, Gallup and Pena Blanca, NM. The Desert House of Prayer
opened in Arizona, in 1978. Sisters would eventually go to Haiti and Guatemala; Sister Patricia
Suchalski, current President, recently saw the departure of two Sisters to missions in Jamaica
(2014).
The habit was first modified in 1955, and later made optional. The Sisters may
dress differently today but they are still “called to share the gospel message with
the poor, especially among the Black and Native American peoples and to
challenge the deeply rooted injustice in the world today” (SBS Mission
Statement).
Submitted by: Stephanie Morris, Ph.D., C.A.
Director of Archives, Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

HISTORICAL COOK BOOK is really a work of dedicated love, determination, and expertise.
Over 400 recipes submitted - still in process!

IDEA FOR ST. KATHARINE’S FEAST DAY:
Click here to see PANTOMIME by Sr. Agnes McDevitt telling story of St. Katharine for children (and
others!) Text for story is included as separate attachment with this email.
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Featured School for this Quarter:
St. Edward School New Iberia, LA
At one time Louisiana was one large diocese. In 1917 it was divided and the Diocese of
Lafayette was created. The new Bishop’s name was Bishop Jules Jeanmard. He found the he had
many, many Black Catholics. Since this was still the time of segregation, there was little offered
for them. He was also aware of the work that Mother Katharine Drexel was doing for the Black
people of New Orleans. When she was contacted by the bishop, Mother Katharine went to visit
along with her sister, Louise and her husband, Edward Morrell. They traveled up and down the
bayous. She found the perfect spot along the Bayou Teche. Mother Katharine erected a church
with a school over it. The Morrells paid for the land. Also constructed was a two story brick
convent for the Sisters. The Holy Ghost priests were invited to staff a new parish. Bishop
Jeanmard named the new parish St. Edward in honor of Edward Morrell. A high school was
added later and went through the 10th grade.
From this site a ring of one room schools throughout the rural area was added. An 11th grade was
later part of the system and it was called a Normal School. This was where young women were
trained in teacher education. They were then sent to teach in these established schools.
Mother Katharine sent monthly checks to pay the teachers, plus the pastors for the coal stoves
and supplies as well as for the families that boarded the teachers.
In 1973 the Catholic schools in the diocese were integrated. St. Edward School paired with
Mt. Carmel School, an all white girls’ school and Catholic High, an all white boys’ school.
St. Edward kept the primary grades and is now Pre-K3 through grade three.
BLESSING OF THE BEAUTIFUL MURAL
Monsignor Ronald Broussard,
Pastor of St. Edward’s, blessed the
mural of SKD on Oct. 1, 2014 –
the anniversary of her
canonization. The current principal,
Karen Bonin, is a graduate of
Saint Edward. The elderly lady
seen in the left of the picture is
Onella Viltz who is also a graduate
and one of the rural school teachers
Mother Katharine hired. To her left
is the artist of the mural, Jimmy
Rink. His wife, Carolyn, did the
landscaping. The school tries to
keep St. Katharine’s spirit:
“Living the Eucharistic Reality that All are One in Christ”
Many thanks for all of the continued support of Saint Katharine's CIRCLE. Through prayer and
dedication let us continue building St. Katharine's community. (mhortonnewslink@yahoo.com)
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