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SBS Elect New Leadership Team
As part of the work of their 2015 General Assembly, the
Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament elected (pictured from left)
Sr. Donna Breslin SBS President, Sr. Jane Nesmith VicePresident, Sr. Sandra Schmidt and Sr. Jean Olmstead as
Councilors. After a short transition period, the sisters will be
installed in their new positions on August 29 in St. Michael
Chapel. All the sisters who gathered for the eight-day
meetings, expressed deep appreciation to the outgoing team
for all their work - sometimes difficult – over the past five
years.

Sisters Celebrate Jubilees
Celebrating 50 years as Sisters, SBS President
Sr. Patricia Suchalski, Sr. Jean Ryan, Sr. M. Regina
Douglass and Sr. Nancy (Tobias) Auster stand before
the gate holding the Mission Bell, rung in the old days
when the sisters headed off to their mission sites.
For the celebration, one came from Powhatan, Virginia
and one from the Navajo Reservation in Arizona. Two
live right at the Motherhouse, one in St. Michael Hall
and the other in Visitation House. Fifty years ago Sr.
Jean Ryan came from upstate Pennsylvania, Sr. Patricia
Suchalski from the windy city, Chicago, Sr. M. Regina
Douglass from California and Sr. Nancy Auster from Westfield, N.J. They met in the Novitiate, formed a bond
with Jesus Christ and each other that would last through the years.
On July 2, 2015, eight Sisters celebrated their 60th and
70th Anniversary. The sisters have served in a variety of
ministries across the United States and in Haiti.
Congratulations and blessings to Sr. Doris Blum and Sr.
Maureen Hurley (70 years) and to Sr. Mary Genevieve
Allen, Sr. Jean Marie Craig, Sr. Patricia Downs, Sr.
Susanne Guglielmi, Sr. Anne Meehan, and Sr. Mary
Norbert Moline (60 years).
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Our Featured Parish…….
St Katharine Drexel Catholic Community
Cape Coral, Florida
By: Sandra Wilkin
We are honored to be called St. Katharine Drexel Catholic Community and feel a deep and abiding
connection to our patroness and namesake. Our parish is located in Cape Coral, Florida which is on the
west coast of Florida near Ft. Myers.

This year we celebrate our 25th anniversary!
Prior to each Mass, we as a community, say this prayer as we draw on
God to strengthen us to live as St. Katharine modeled her life.
Heavenly Father, during our 25th year as a Catholic Community, we ask
you to help us to continue to have a love and devotion to St. Katharine
Drexel. She inspires us to courageously live our faith with joy and
boldness, as we serve all of your people. May the celebration of the
Eucharist, which was so important to St. Katharine, be the center of our
life as a faith community. This we pray through Christ Our Lord.
Amen
As a community that began from the ground up, we have had the ability to
design our community with the simple elegance that St. Katharine brought
to each mission, school and church she began. The stained glass windows
of our church reflect the many highlights of her life. They are a living
testimony to her selfless love of God in the Eucharist and the strength she
found in Him.
St. Katharine’s Feast Day is celebrated for three days on the weekend
before her Feast Day.
Friday evening is a praise and worship concert by our choir.
Saturday night is our dinner dance and Sunday is a day of community
with a picnic and family friendly entertainment. We also enlist the
parish’s youth to submit drawings depicting her faith. One drawing is
chosen and becomes the design of that year’s Feast Day T-Shirt…
This blessed weekend honors our Patron Saint and brings our community together to share the many
talents of our church family and the community at large.
These are terrific ways to celebrate St Katharine’s Feast Day while involving many!

St. Katharine Drexel
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Stained glass windows from SKD Parish in Cape Coral, FL.

We are an active faith community of 2500+ families ranging from the very young to our “seasoned”
parishioners. Our numbers “swell” during the winter months as the Snowbirds are here. Both year round
members and snowbirds alike are an integral part of our parish life and outreach ministries.
I invite you to check out our parish bulletin for the many ministries and groups and the link is:
http://saintkatharinedrexelparish.org/
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A Joy of Mother Katharine’s….
Stephanie Morris, PhD; C.A.

Director of Archives

The Feast of Corpus Christi (“Body of Christ”) is a major feast day for the community
of the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament. It has been a major feast for the Catholic Church
since the 14th century. In the United States, it is celebrated the Sunday after Trinity
Sunday which is usually in June. At the Shrine of the True Cross (the former Drexel
summer home and temporary Novitiate of the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament in 1891),
special processions were held on this feast in June. Busloads of African Americans would
come to participate, to process on the grounds and then have Benediction.
Several of the Sisters’ missions were named “Blessed Sacrament,” e.g., in Beaumont, TX and New
Orleans, LA. Also, there is “Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament” in Philadelphia, PA, Cleveland, OH,
and Orange, NJ. Mother Katharine would read with joy letters from these and other Sisters of the
Blessed Sacrament missions that told of the children and adults who were brought to the Eucharistic
Table.

Blessed Sacrament Church, New Orleans, LA

Blessed Sacrament School, Beaumont, TX

Large Statue of St. Katharine Drexel Enhances Mission Center Prayer Area
In the large statue, St. Katharine Drexel places her hands
protectively on the shoulders of two school children. The little
Black lad holds a book displaying Christ’s invitation: “Let the
little children come to me.,” while the Indian lass carries a
basket overflowing with the fruits of the earth. The children
remind the viewer of St. Katharine’s focus on guiding the
children through education to a love of Christ and to the
fostering of their talents and skills, eventually enabling them
to become leaders. The basket reminds us that the both Black
and Indian people shared their love and culture with us, the
Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament.
The statue is the work of Winter Studios. Joe Winter and his
son Joe Winter designed the model, created a mold and cast it.
It was put in place along the side of the Mission Center
waterfall on May 21, 2015. In the Mission Center Gift Shop there is a small statue of similar design also created
by Winter Studios.
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World Meeting of Families 2015

Philadelphia, Sept. 22-27

Focus on the Drexel family- from Sr. Patricia Downs, SBS
The Drexel Family were not only loving but also deeply
spiritual. In his book, Saint Katharine Drexel; Apostle
to the Oppressed, Lou Baldwin writes of a time when
Emma was suffering for three years with cancer, and
Louise also fell ill in 1882:
“God spared us trials for a very long time and we have
been exempt from the common lot,” Frank wrote in a
letter to his friends, George and Emma Childs, “and if
His mercy sees fit to afflict us, we must endeavor to bear
it with resignation, knowing that it is for our own good.
…Lizzy and Kate have been good and affectionate
daughters and most efficient nurses — they take turns in attending. God has blessed us with the best of
children.”

“For where two or more are gathered in my name,
there am I among them.” Matthew 18:20
During the Pope’s visit to the United States in September we, as a nation, will be blessed with his
Holiness who will be part of this 8th World Meeting of Families being hosted by the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia. The theme is: “Love is our Mission: The Family Fully Alive”. This event will be taking
place over several days – September 22-27, 2015. Please help us join all St. Katharine Drexel entities in
unison to pray for the success of and enlightenment by this multi-layered event.
On the Friday, Saturday and Sunday prior to September 22, let us pray together the World Meeting of
Families Prayer in our schools and at all Masses in our parishes. (See prayer on page 6.)
The National Shrine of St. Katharine Drexel is getting ready to receive many pilgrims during the
World Meeting of Families. There will be extended hours (8 am – 8 pm) and over 100 volunteers have
stepped up to help welcome all the visitors. Over 2000 are expected just from bus tours that have
already made arrangements to come. “Drive-ins” will add to those numbers as well as the potential
“Trolley Tours” from downtown Philadelphia.

“Let us open wide our hearts.
It is Joy which invites us.
Press forward and fear nothing.”
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***St. Katharine’s Cookbook Update ***
St. Katharine Drexel Cookbook timeline is as follows:
* All should be to the printer mid-late July.
* Around mid-September, pricing and ordering guidelines will be made known.
* Orders should be able to be taken so that parishes and schools will be able to have them in time for
the Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays ~ notification will be sent to parishes and schools as well
as information will be on the Mission Center’s web site this fall.

******************************************************************
Requests to be the “Featured Parish or School” in 2016…..
If your parish or school would like to be featured in one of the editions next year of
St. Katharine’s CIRCLE, please let me know by the end of November, 2015. This will enable me to
contact those groups who are interested and map out which quarter of the year would fit best into the
schedule. It will also give us time to work on what you may wish to have in the article about your parish
or school. The committee and I look forward to learning about 4 more SKD parishes and schools as well
as sharing ideas and bringing new life to St. Katharine’s mission. Please contact Martha Horton or
Sister Pat Downs with questions.

Contributions this quarter are from:
Sister Pat Downs, Alex Vinskie,
Stephanie Morris, PhD- Director of Archives,
Sandra Wilkins of Cape Coral, Florida,
Martha Horton and Tina Gerlach

Contact Martha Horton at:
mhortonnewslink@yahoo.com
Or call (603) 776-1046
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