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1891 - 2016
125th Anniversary of the founding of the

Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament
In 1888, Kate Drexel “obtained Bishop O’Connor’s consent to become a religious. Her preference was for a
cloistered life, but he encouraged her to found an institute to work for the Indians and Colored People.
She hesitated at the idea of founding a religious institute, but came to accept this as her vocation. On
November 7, 1889, she received the religious habit and the name Sr. Mary Katharine. At Bishop
O’Connor’s death, Archbishop Patrick J. Ryan of Philadelphia became her spiritual guide.
On February 12, 1891, she pronounced her vows as the first Sister of the Blessed Sacrament. “
from Reflections on Life in the Vine
For 125 years, the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament have been “Sharing the Bread in the Footsteps of a
Saint”, the theme chosen for this year’s celebration. This sharing of the bread ties in perfectly with Pope
Francis’ call for a Jubilee Year of Mercy. Katharine always promoted the Corporal and Spiritual Works of
Mercy. “From the very beginning of the congregation, the spiritual and corporal works of mercy were a
vehicle for evangelization. The works of the sisters were accompanied by a personal interest and a firm
belief in and a reverence for the dignity and potential of individuals. Always with a view to extending the
Kingdom among the poor – north, south, east, west – the sisters sought the material, social and economic,
and above all the spiritual welfare of the people. They witnessed the love and concern of Jesus by closely
identifying with the people.” From Share the Bread: SBS Mission Statement; Directional Papers, 1985
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OUR FEATURED SCHOOL:
ST. KATHARINE DREXEL PREPARATORY SCHOOL…

“The Drexel Dream and the Tradition of Excellence”
by Ahsan Owens
For the last century, “The Prep” has been located at 5116 Magazine St. in uptown New Orleans. Operating
since 2013 as St. Katharine Drexel Preparatory School, the school maintains the legacy of both St. Katharine
Drexel and Xavier University Preparatory School. “The Prep,” as the school is affectionately known, was
established in 1915 and tirelessly run by the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament for 97 years. Drexel Prep has
been adopted by a non-profit agent formed with a group of Xavier Prep alumni.
The mission of Drexel Prep is to develop Christian young ladies through the harmonious
blending of spiritual, moral, intellectual, emotional and physical strengths.
Our students are taught to live with purpose, compassion, dignity and responsibility. They
are prepared for a variety of post-secondary and career options and equipped with a strong sense of
community service and the cultivation of leadership. They receive individual attention in a well-disciplined
environment. Drexel Prep educates a diverse group of young women in grades 8th - 12th, coming from a wide
range of religious, intellectual, and socio-economic backgrounds.
The Administrative team is led by principal, Cheryllyn Branche ’70
and assistant principal, Jacob Owens. Our faculty consists of
dedicated and highly-qualified, teachers, most of whom have
advanced degrees and years of experience. Their commitment and
effectiveness is evident in the success of the 2015 graduate class.
The group of 37 seniors was awarded over $6.1 million in academic
scholarships to attend colleges and universities nationwide.
Prep offers core curriculum courses as well as Honors and Advanced Placement courses. The school has fully
integrated technology into its instructional program. The foreign language department boasts one of the
most successful programs in the state. Each year, our foreign language students receive superior ratings on
the national Latin, and Spanish exams.
Additionally, Drexel Prep offers a concurrent admissions program which provides students an opportunity to
participate in dual enrollment at Xavier University, Dillard University, and Southern University at New
Orleans or Delgado Community College. Eligible seniors can earn up to twelve hours of college credit by the
end of their senior year.
Our students are required to give their time and talents to various community service projects. Our faculty,
staff and students participate in liturgies, campus ministry, retreats, and fund-raising events for the school.
Students also volunteer for charities, and other community organizations.
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Drexel Prep has an active extracurricular
program where students participate in
one or more school activities. Our
extracurricular activities play an integral
role in developing well-rounded
students. We host a variety of exhibits,
plays and performances as well as band,
chorus and piano offering students many
areas of self-expression and talent development. Our students
participate in diverse athletic programs particularly in competitive track, softball, basketball and volleyball.
The Xavier Prep Alumni Association, Drexel Prep Foundation Fund and other alumni community leaders and
supporters continue to tirelessly and faithfully support St. Katharine Drexel Preparatory School and the
Drexel Dream.
The Prep Centennial highlights the enduring legacy of St. Katharine Drexel, the first American born Roman
Catholic Saint who fulfilled a dream and mission of educating Black and Native Americans.

“You glorify Christ by confidence in His Mercy.”
News from the SKD Shrine & Mission Center in Bensalem

by Sr. Pat Downs, SBS

Bucks County Tree Fest - Mother Katharine always encouraged her
Sisters and others to share their gifts, and talents with others. Every
year the “Saint Katharine Drexel Crafters” decorate a Christmas tree
that is part of Bucks County Holiday Treefest. This year they won
2nd place. PHOTO: Crafters, Sr. Roland and Jerry Lepping, Executive
Director of Bucks County Visitors Center. Theme: “The Christmas
Rose- Love, fill our World: Imitate the unselfishness of that tiny
Babe; bring peace and happiness and love to all with whom you
meet each day.” SKD.
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Year of Mercy Pilgrimage— to begin the Novena to St.
Katharine Drexel— a Pilgrimage to the Cathedral and the
three Shrines in Philadelphia will take place on February
23. This will allow an opportunity to pass through the Holy
Door and pray at the Cathedral and each Shrine.

“Mercy was above all His works. Mercy rules and sways the heart. It appeals to the better part of
men – their souls. Mercy moves Will to do. Our Lord shows it by His Kindness.”

FOUNDATION DAY Friday, February 12. Father Stephen Thorne will celebrate
11 a.m. Mass in Saint Elizabeth Chapel as we remember and give thanks to God
for the Foundation of the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament. The theme of our
125th year of Foundation is “Sharing the Bread in the Footsteps of a Saint”.
People will be asked to bring a “food” gift card to be shared with various
Community Organizations who serve the homeless and hungry among us. This
allows us to participate in the request of Pope Francis that we be more mindful
of the “Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy” as lived daily.

Sunday, March 6 - the Feast Day Mass will be at 9:30 a.m. in Saint Elizabeth Chapel.
Archbishop of Philadelphia, Charles Chaput O.F.M. Cap., will be the celebrant and homilist.
The Saint Katharine Drexel National Justice Award will be presented to Father Wayne Paysse, former
Director of Black and Indian Mission Bureau Office in Washington, DC. Reception will follow the Mass.

National Shrine of Saint Katharine Drexel- every night at 6 p.m. - has a posting
done by Sr. Joanne Bauer, SBS regarding the fantastic history of the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament.
Please

this information and help tell our story. Don’t forget to

us, too!
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Navajo, New Mexico ~ A Wonderful Trip
~ the People, the Mission and the Missionaries
At the invitation of Sister Maria Studer, SC who lives in Navajo, NM at St
Berard Parish, I was fortunate enough to be able to stay and visit with Sister for five
days in October at her home and have the chance to meet some of the Navajo
people to whom she and others minister. Sister Maria and some of the Sisters of
the Blessed Sacrament work together to cover many miles and serve the parish in
Navajo and the mission church of Saint Francis in Sawmill, AZ. I was also able to visit
with two of the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, Sister Zoe and Sister Mary, who
live and work in the parish in Ft. Defiance, AZ – Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament.

St. Berard Church

Going to see St. Michaels Parish in St Michaels, AZ was a wonderful
opportunity that included seeing the original outpost where three
Franciscan priests made their home that was financed by Mother
Katharine Drexel. Mother Katharine worked very closely with the
Franciscans and together they helped to grow the faith among the
Navajo people.
As the current Pastor for these churches, Father Gilbert
Schneider, OFM oversees Masses, sacramental reception,
counseling, upkeep of this large area and many administrative
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church

duties. He does have assistance also from Brother John and a
Navajo Deacon.

The Navajo people are talented and
creative in the goods that they make such as
beautiful rugs of all sizes, pottery and jewelry. By
making and selling these items, the women make
a significant contribution to the family’s financial
resources. While keeping their native traditions,
many Navajo are happy to work with the
missionaries to make the best life for their
children.

Family is the most important part of
their lives. Family comes first!

St. Michael School

I can tell you for certain that the selfless work being conducted in these missions is the continuation of the life work of
our Patroness, St Katharine Drexel at its best. All religious orders have shrinking numbers at this time but the true
dedication of those serving God’s people on the reservation is keeping the faith growing, sacraments are being
received, education is being fostered and needed assistance is being given. God bless these missionaries and keep
them in prayers always. Pray for new and strong vocations that are so needed. I will from time to time include an
update or information section regarding the Navajo Missions.
Martha Horton, St. Katharine Drexel Alton, NH
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“If I can say of an action, I did it out of love for God,
there is something about it that will last through all eternity.”

~ St. Katharine Drexel

Inventory Express
SKD Shrine Gift Shop would love to share
with you our “over-purchase” for World
Meeting of Families by offering “Saint
Katharine Drexel items” at our purchase
cost.
Call to order 215-244-9900 X380
or order online at
http://www.saintkatharinedrexelgiftshop.org

Contributors this quarter are:
Sister Pat Downs, Ahsan Owens,
Martha Horton and Tina Gerlach

Contact Martha Horton at:
mhortonnewslink@yahoo.com
or call (603) 545-8323
Sr. Pat Downs skdcenter@comcast.net
(215) 244-9900 X402
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