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Annual Feast Day Celebration – March 6, 2016

St. Elizabeth Chapel was filled with Sisters of the
Blessed Sacrament and friends for the Annual Feast
Day Mass for Saint Katharine Drexel and the
National Justice Award. The main celebrant for the
Mass was Archbishop Charles Chaput, Archbishop of
Philadelphia. This year’s award was presented to
Rev. Wayne Paysse.
As Executive Director of the Black and Indian
Mission Office (2007 –2015), Father Paysse served as
an advocate on the national scene for African
American, Native American, and Alaska Native
people of God. He coordinated three organizations
within its scope of administration: Bureau of Catholic
Indian Missions (established 1874), Commission for
the Catholic Missions (established 1884) and
Catholic Negro-American Mission Board (established
1907). Fr. Paysse was also part of the collaborative
effort working on the cause of the canonization of
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha who was canonized by Pope
Benedict XVI on Sunday, October 21, 2012.

Sr. Donna Breslin, SBS, president of the Sisters of the Blessed
Sacrament, presents Fr. Paysse with the St. Katharine Drexel National
Justice Award.

Robert Gutherman (left) and Amy Wall (center), recipients of a divine miracle
attributed to St. Katharine Drexel’s intercession, celebrates the saint’s feast
day Mass with Amy’s brother Jack, his wife Christina and their daughter
Katharine.
Photos by Sarah Webb

“We can never be grateful enough for the Blessed Sacrament.”
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News from Around the Country
How lucky we are to have these wonderful highlights to share with the
whole country of St Katharine Drexel’s ~ Enjoy these happenings

St. Katharine Drexel School, Beaver Dam, Wisconsin
Submitted by Ms. Barbara M. Haase, Principal/Administrator

During Lent, St. Katharine Drexel School provides two very special prayer events for our parish community.
Our third graders prepare for and lead the Living Stations. On March 11, parents, families, friends, and
parishioners gathered to pray with our third graders in this very moving prayer.

On March 16, our fifth graders led the parish community in praying the Shadow Way of the
Cross. Annually each new group of fifth graders prepares for and leads families, friends and parishioners in
this heartfelt presentation of the
Stations. The Shadow Way of the Cross is
presented in the morning and again in the
evening.
These two forms of the Stations have become a
tradition for our school. While the teachers of
these grades prepare the students, the entire
school community participates in some way.
What unique and meaningful ways to bring the
Stations of the Cross to life for those performing
and the entire parish as well.
Beautifully done!!
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(Around the Country, continued)

St. Katharine Drexel Catholic
School, Holland, Pennsylvania
We are blessed by your sharing of this wonderful
tradition.
On Sunday and Monday, March 20 and 21, 2016
our school celebrated the eleventh annual
production of the Passion Play in the St. Bede’s
Parish Center. Writer and producer of the play,
Monsignor John Marine is joined with director
Mrs. Gerri Brooks for this year’s production. On
behalf of Monsignor, Gerri and the SKD School
students, they were happy to bring to life the
story of Jesus Christ starting with His birth up
through His death & Resurrection. The
performance combines an incredible drama with
articulate dialogue, beautiful costumes, lavish
sets, and inspiring music that proved to be one of
a kind and well prepared those in attendance for
the Easter Season! Eighth grade students
rehearsed their roles starting in January of this
year….Congratulations to all who made this a
success. (Photo below.)

St. Katharine Catholic Community,
Cape Coral, Florida
So enlightened that you have shared these
happenings with us.
Here is an update on what is happening in our
church community.
Congratulations to our Pastor, Father John Deary,
O.S.A. as he celebrates his Jubilee as a priest this
year!! Blessings on him.
We are also working on a new parish directory
celebrating our 25th anniversary.
We want it to cover both old and new aspects of
our parish. One such feature is the relic on our
altar from St Katharine… It is a letter written by
St Katharine to our current pastor’s uncle, also a
priest, inviting him to say Mass at the
Motherhouse. What a beautiful treasure!
Our Hall and Formation Building have many
quilts hanging from Confirmation classes over the
years. Each candidate makes a block of their
Saint, then all are put together and made into a
quilt. Let us also mention that we have Pilgrims
who will travel to World Youth Day in Krakow,
Poland this July. Lots of events going on to
continue to connect us with St Katharine Drexel.
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The Month Dedicated to Our Blessed Mother and to those
Making their First Holy Communion
Submitted by: Stephanie Morris, PHD
Many parishes have First Holy Communion celebrations in May; as a child, Kate had hoped to receive hers in
May, “the most beautiful of months”. That wasn’t to be.
On June 3, 1870, at the age of twelve, Kate Drexel received her First Holy Communion. She didn’t say much
about that day at the time. Later she would recall shedding tears of joy at the thought that Jesus in His
Greatness had stooped to come to her.
Mother Katharine never stopped coming to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. One of the first permissions she
requested for the Motherhouse and for each convent was to have the Blessed Sacrament repose in each house.
Whenever she traveled, Mother Katharine compared train times with Mass times and knew the shortest routes
between train stations and churches.

St. Elizabeth Chapel at the Shrine

Blessed Sacrament in Exposition at the Shrine

At the National Shrine
Submitted by Sr. Pat Downs, SBS
Sr. Agnes had the joy of sharing a visit with the Staff and children from Our Lady of
Confidence School for children with special needs. The children were a delight as
they listened to Sr. Agnes tells them the story of Saint Katharine and visiting the
chapel they sang a song to Jesus about being kind to one another. Their presence
with us was a gift and a blessing.
Children in a local Parish belong to a
Junior Right to Life Club and they too came
to learn about St. Katharine and pray to
Jesus and our Blessed Mother.
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(At the Shrine, continued)

the Friends of Saint Katharine Drexel and Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton will have a brunch and all
guests will bring a personal gift for women who are suffering
from drug addiction.
PLEASE visit the Saint Katharine Drexel Mission Center Online
Gift Shop, our SBS web site and Face Book for the National
Shrine of Saint Katharine Drexel. Become a friend on Face Book
and Share with others. Help us stay in touch.
https://www.facebook.com/KatharineDrexelNationalShrine/
Every night at 6 pm SR. JOANNE BAUER posts an article on Facebook
regarding our Congregational History.
Celebration of Gratitude for the 125 years of service of the Sisters of
the Blessed Sacrament. In coming days…July 9 and 10. All
celebrations will take place on the Motherhouse grounds.
Watch for upcoming announcements on the home page for the
congregational website with links to a special event page for the 125th, a
downloadable event flyer, and instructions for R.S.V.P. Watch for
information via Constant Contact. We count on you to share that invitation with family, and friends. We know
that during the summer many people travel and always we are united in our
prayer. Send us a message and I will post them on our National Shrine of Saint
Katharine Drexel pages. skdcenter@comcast.net
Let us walk together as the family of Saint Katharine Drexel in gratitude and
witness of “walking in her Footsteps” as we are asked to follow the command of Jesus “Love the Lord your
God with your whole mind heart and soul and love your neighbor as yourself”. God bless and hope to hear
from you as we journey together this July into our next 125 years.

Sign up for our Constant Contact mailing list on our website – scroll to bottom of any
page and fill in your email address.

Contributors this quarter are:
Sister Pat Downs, Sarah Webb,
Barbara M. Haase, Stephanie Morris,
Martha Horton and Tina Gerlach

Contact Martha Horton at:
mhortonnewslink@yahoo.com
or call (603) 545-8323
Sr. Pat Downs skdcenter@comcast.net
(215) 244-9900 X402
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