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125th Anniversary Celebration of SBS 

Founded on February 12, 1891 by St. Katharine Drexel, the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament 

celebrated a milestone 125th anniversary with a two-day Celebration of Gratitude event on  

July 9 – 10, 2016 at the Motherhouse Grounds in Bensalem, PA. The festivities, which were open to 

the public, were infused with culture honoring both the Black and Native American people for which 

the members of this congregation have dedicated their lives to serving. Attendees enjoyed 

presentations by the recipients of the miracles of St. Katharine Drexel, Robert Gutherman as well as 

Amy Wall and family. The opening ceremonies featured a liturgical dance by Sr. Lynne Marie Ralph, 

SBS, a Native American Song, a butterfly dance prayer by Sr. Rosita Shiosee, SBS, and presentations 

to the essay award winners, to name just a few highlights. Guests also had the opportunity to 

witness/participate in a circle smudging ritual performed on the campus grounds as well as visit the 

National Shrine of St. Katharine Drexel. Closing Ceremonies included a Gospel Choir from St. 

Barbara’s Parish in Philadelphia, a Laguna Chant as well as an inspiring homily focused on the spirit 

of Katharine Drexel and the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament delivered by Most Reverend Curtis 

Guillory, SVD, bishop from the Archdiocese of Beaumont, TX. 

Here is a sampling of photos from the Celebration of Gratitude for 125 Year of Service. Go to the link 

for ALL the photos taken by Cheri Wenger, our Communications Director. Link to photos:  

https://sbscelebrationofgratitude2016.shutterfly.com/ 
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JUBILARIANS  by Cheri Wenger, Communications & Web Director for SBS 
 

In a dual Jubilee Ceremony, the 60th & 70th Jubilarians renewed their commitment in a Morning 

Prayer and Mass at St. Michael Chapel on July 3, 2016. 

 

Sr. Dorothy Dowd and Sr. June Fisher proudly 

attended their 60th year of service, while Sr. Naomi 

Menza and Sr. Rita Radloff, who are both serving 

ministries elsewhere, were not in attendance. 

Left to right: Sr. Dorothy Dowd and Sr. June Fisher 

pose by portrait of their foundress, St. Katharine 

Drexel, following Jubilee Mass.  

Sr. Roselle Brodfuehrer, Sr. Anne Regina Corcoran 

and Sr. Margaret Sullivan (shown below, left to right) marked their 70th year of service to the Sisters 

of the Blessed Sacrament and rededicated themselves to walking in the footsteps of St. Katharine 

Drexel. 

   

 

 

 

"How often it happens God asks us to undertake a charity for Him when we are almost 

in the condition of the widow's mite with regard to time. We do it and trust to Him and 

then comes the Blessing."  St. Katharine Drexel 
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2016 GALA Event - October 29
th

! 

Yes, the Sisters will be moving from the Motherhouse in the future, but their mission 

and work will go on. You can help them continue in the footsteps of Saint Katharine 

Drexel! This year - since it is their special 125
th
 Anniversary Celebration - our event 

will be held at beautiful Belle Voir on the Pen Ryn Estate (about 5 minutes from the 

Motherhouse). This home was once owned by Lucy Wharton Drexel, wife of  

St. Katharine’s Uncle Joseph. (Love those family connections!) Plan to be there or show 

your support for the Sisters as a sponsor! 

                   



4 

 

Catholic Youth on the Rez   by Sr. Zoe Brenner, SBS 
 

“No more walls, no more chains, no more selfishness and closed doors. This is the time of the great 

jubilee,” the children sang at the 100 Anniversary Celebration of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 

Church in Fort Defiance, Ariz. People with tears in their eyes recognized the future of the Church in 

these children. What a powerful reminder that the Church lives! 

 

Working with them, for me, was an enjoyable encounter. Children were enthusiastic, willing to learn 

and to be of service to our local community. It helped me realize Katharine Drexel’s dream — that all 

children would hear about and get to know God. 

 

We encourage our youth and ask them to be a part of parish 

activities. At inter-generational programs, middle and high school 

students usually help serve the snacks and meal. At times it seems 

we won’t have enough food, 

but when they serve, somehow 

we always have enough.  

 

By acting out the Christmas 

Gospel, the children gifted the community. Most of the 

youngsters were excited to be a shepherd, an angel or to take on 

another role. Asking middle school children, “Who would like to 

read?” can at times be daunting. What a surprise! They were 

ready and willing! 

 

During the Navajo Nation Parade in September, two high school students acted as Franciscan Friars 

and a middle grade girl was Kateri Tekakwitha. At the end they were exhausted but happy. One of the 

young men actually wanted to keep the hooded part of the Franciscan habit. 

 

 

 

Above: The community learned about Our Lady 

of Guadalupe’s appearance to Juan Diego when 

the teens enacted a play about her. Afterwards, 

each adult presented a rose to Mary 

 

Above: The song sung by the children of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament in  

Fort Defiance added to the joy of the Centennial celebration. 
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The young people of the Navajo Reservation have a friend and mentor in Christine Rayner. For many years 

Chris worked with them at St. Michaels, Fort Defiance, Sawmill and Navajo. Encouraging them to become part 

of their local faith communities, Chris gives them opportunities to be of service and calls them to a deeper life 

in Jesus.  

 

A two-year Confirmation program brings teens together on Sunday evenings. Some return for even more years 

of instruction. As young adults many prove to be leaders. 

 

Scattered through the year, four-to-six-hour retreats give the youth a chance to learn, sometimes with parents 

and sponsors, about the Church and about living a Catholic Christian life. Concern for others is vital to that life. 

The teens went to the nursing home run by the Little Sisters of the Poor to visit and to play games with the 

residents. 

 

 
Our Lady of the Blessed 

Sacrament Youth Group 

and adults worked together 

to present a play about 

Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

Sr. Zoe in the lavender top 

and Chris Rayner, second 

row on right, and Father 

Gilbert Schneider, OFM., 

in back, supported the 

teenagers’ efforts to spend 

long hours preparing, 

then presenting the play 

and involving the parishioners 

at the conclusion. 
 

 

The teens’ newest endeavor is to sponsor a party at Christmas time for those children whose parents are 

incarcerated. The local parishes’ “Angel Trees” will provide the gifts. Parishioners take a slip from the tree and 

purchase the indicated gift. Santa Claus gives the children the gift “from their parents.” 

So much more caring than just having the gift dropped off at the house! 
 

The Youth Group assists 

teens to support one another 

in their faith journey. They 

need to see other teens who 

are serious about their faith. 

It is no easy feat for them to 

come on Sunday evening 

from 4-6 p.m. from the end 

of September until the 

end of April. The hope of 

the OLBS staff and 

parish is that by 

involving youth, they 

will grow in faith, hope 

and love. 

 

On the Rez (cont’d) 
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COOKBOOK UPDATE....... 
GOOD NEWS all of you who have been patiently awaiting our  

St. Katharine Drexel COOKBOOK. 

It will be going to the printer very soon and will be available to order 

prior to the Holidays. This will be a great opportunity to feature the 

cookbook all across the country at Holiday Fairs and Events. 
 

PLEASE be considering how many copies your school or parish may wish 

to order and as soon as the orders may be placed, an email 

announcement with all the particulars will be sent to every SKD entity. 

 

We feel that the price will be quite reasonable and these will make 

marvelous Holiday Gifts as well as be a meaningful incorporation of SKD 

members all over this country. 
 

Ordering news will follow soon. Thank you all for you recipe donations and 

your patience!! If you are able to determine the approximate # of books 

you wish to order, please send that number to my email 

at:  mhortonnewslink@yahoo.com by September 10, 2016. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Mercy is an attribute of God - it is God Himself. In Him you will 

find your greatest friend."      St. Katharine Drexel 

Contributors this quarter are:   
 
Cheri Wenger, Sister Zoe Brenner, 
Sister Pat Downs, Martha Horton 
and Tina Gerlach 
 
                                                                                                                         

Contact Martha Horton at: 
mhortonnewslink@yahoo.com 

or call (603) 545-8323 
Sr. Pat Downs  skdcenter@comcast.net 

(215) 244-9900 X402 
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