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Happenings at the Shrine: St. Kateri Feast—Native American Day   

Friends of the National Shrine of Saint Katharine Drexel in Bensalem and the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament 

came together on Saturday, July 15 to celebrate the feast of Saint Kateri Tekakwitha and Native American cultures. 

The event was held on the Shrine grounds and was attended by members of the Southeastern Cherokee 

Confederacy and the St. Kateri Circle led by Chief Buffy Red Feather Brown. The day began with the Blessing of 

the 4 Directions, and continued with prayers and a hymn about St. Kateri led by Sr. Rosita Shiosee, SBS, “make and 

take” sand art and dreamcatcher activities for children, a presentation on the life of St. Kateri, and concluded with a 

prayer for healing by Sr. Jeanette Kinlicheeny, SBS in St. Elizabeth Chapel.  

(Photos courtesy of Cheri Wenger, Communications Manager for the SBS) Featured in CatholicPhilly:  

http://catholicphilly.com/2017/07/photo-features/celebrating-native-american-life-on-st-kateris-feast/ 

http://www.KatharineDrexel.org
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In Memoriam 
Sr. M. Anne Benedicta entered in Aug. 1947 and 

took her final vows in July 1955. She would have 

celebrated her 70th Jubilee in July 2017. 

These words of Saint Katharine are just as true today for the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament stationed at the 

Motherhouse as they traveled the 11 miles to begin their new Mission at Paul’s Run Retirement Community. Each 

Sister was part of a “Missioning Blessing” held in Saint Michael’s Convent as she received her Mission Assignment 

given to her by Sr. Donna Breslin, President.  The last group commissioned on May 2! 

 Faith and Divine Providence in our new reality was the same as that of Mother Katharine Drexel as she transitioned 

her responsibilities in 1937 of Superior General of the Congregation to Mother Mercedes.  

Her responsibilities may have changed but her missionary spirit in 

her community prayer and concern for others never wavered.  

That same spirit is in the heart of every Sister who is now living at 

Paul’s Run. 

+Daily Mass and Community Prayer together and all residents 

are invited. 

+SBS volunteer  to work in the Resident-run Gift Shop. 

+Daily visits to those who are bed ridden and have no visitors.  

+Participation in out-reach activities for the homeless  and 

other social activities that are part of the Lutheran Ministries 

Compassionate Out-Reach……  

SBS Community Life within a larger Community of  Faith 

expression empowers us to live fully our Mission:   

As Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, we believe God calls us to be 

a sign in the world of the power of the Eucharistic Christ to effect 

unity and community among all peoples.  

 

(See more photos from Paul’s Run on  page 7) 

“I  can hardly believe this is happening. Even more, I can't believe I am able to adjust so 

easily to this life.  It is definitely the Lord's doing."     
                                                  ~St. Katharine Drexel 

The new mission— Paul’s Run Retirement Community 
By Sr. Pat Downs, SBS 
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In 1917, the prophetic vision and dynamic foresight of St. Katharine Drexel, foundress of the Sisters of the 

Blessed Sacrament, permeated the location, the structures and the people of what today is known as St. Edward 

Church and St. Edward School in New Iberia, Louisiana. At the time, St. Katharine identified New Iberia as a 

city that needed to have Catholic opportunities available for African Americans, for she had a firm conviction 

that people of all races must be affirmed and utilized in the spread of God’s kingdom.  While many things have 

changed over the years, the church and school have grown side-by-side and remain beautifully linked.  

St. Edward School opened its doors in November of 1918 as an all-black school and was fully staffed by Sisters 

of the Blessed Sacrament. It was named after St. Katharine’s brother-in-law, Edward Morrell, who purchased the 

property upon which the school and convent now stand. St. Edward was one of 15 rural schools that continued to 

be developed by Mother Katharine during the early 1920’s.   

Today the school includes PK3 and PK4, as well as remains integrated and is diverse in many ways while still being 

under the ownership of St. Edward Church. The primary reason for St. Edward’s existence is to instill in each child 

the Catholic, Christian principles, attitudes, and values which will result in a deep love of God – just as St. Katharine 

had. During the school’s history and to this very day, St. Edward has upheld the ideals of St. Katharine through 

keeping the schools’ mission statement at the forefront of its’ education by “Living the Eucharistic Reality that All 

are One in Christ.” This has created a beautiful, Christian environment where children of various races and economic 

backgrounds value and respect their differences while together, they learn, play and pray. St. Edward is operated with 

a lay faculty and staff after the last of the Sisters returned home to the Motherhouse in Bensalem, Pennsylvania in 

2004. The school has an average of 365 students from ages three to nine.   

In 1927, the school was approved by the State of 

Louisiana. By 1930, St. Edward had a teacher 

training program in place in which its graduates 

could secure positions as teachers in any rural or 

public school in the state. This program continued 

for six years, after which it was transferred to 

Xavier University in New Orleans, also founded 

by St. Katharine. In 1971, due to consolidation 

and integration, St. Edward School became the 

primary elementary school for the entire Catholic 

school system of New Iberia, serving children in 

kindergarten through 3rd grade.  

(Continued on next page) 

Our Featured School….. 
 St. Edward School – New Iberia, Louisiana  

By Melissa Dworaczyk 
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School administration, faculty and staff recognize the tremendous responsibility of educating these children 

during their most formative years, as well as continuing the charism of St. Katharine. Therefore, in addition to the 

outstanding curriculum, there is a conscious effort to keep the spirit and legacy of St. Katharine Drexel and the 

Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament alive and an active part of the school. This is accomplished in numerous ways, 

including that each Friday, the week culminates in Mass - a Eucharistic celebration in which all students 

participate. They are lectors, acolytes, guitarists, song signers and gift bearers, learning early how to serve God 

through His church. Additionally, St. Edward hosts a Lenten Mission that supports the SBS efforts in Haiti, 

specifically the village of Mapou. Over the years, students have raised funds for shoes, water filters, basic medical 

supplies and this past year, books for the village’s school children. Also, Fridays host “Cupcakes for Katie” in 

which families donate cupcakes that students purchase. All proceeds are sent to the SBS to help with their needs. 

Article and pictures courtesy of Melissa Dworaczyk, St. Edward School  

Development Assistant & LRP Facilitator    337-369-6764 

Next year, St. Edward will be celebrating its 100th year 

Anniversary and plans are well underway. One of the major 

efforts is to repurpose the convent and turn the beautiful 

chapel into a museum dedicated to sharing the rich history of 

St. Edward School and St. Katharine Drexel. The Centennial 

Celebration will kick off during Catholic Schools Week in 

February and will culminate with a weekend-long reunion 

featuring a dinner/dance, and ending with a mass of 

celebration at St. Edward Church on Sunday, November 18, 

2018 - 100 years to the day on which students were first 

welcomed into the school.  

Thus, the seed planted in 1917 by St. Katharine Drexel has grown 

today into a flourishing Christian community striving towards 

educational excellence. Over the many years, generations of 

students have been exposed to the Eucharistic Reality that “All Are 

One In Christ.” The awareness of their own worth, which is the 

foundation of the educational system at St. Edward School, has led 

them to recognizing the worth of others – of all others. Thousands 

of young men and women have gone out into the world as 

professionals in various fields all with the very same foundation, the 

foundation that is St. Edward School, dedicated to the life and 

legacy of a Saint, our very own St. Katharine Drexel. 
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Raffle tickets available for Gala Prizes: 

Money Raffle: 

Tickets are $10 each, 3 for $25. 

Get them online at  

www.katharinedrexel.org/annualgala 

Prize Raffle: 

$5 each, 5 for $20. 
Winners will be drawn at the Gala—Sept. 10th. 

You need not be present to win but  

we’d love to see you there! 

Call Tina at 215-244-9900 ext 380 or email 

skdshrine@comcast.net or online at 

www.katharinedrexel.org/annualgala 

Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament 
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Contributors to this edition: 

Melissa Dworaczyk; Sr. Pat Downs;  

Cheri Wenger, SBS Communications 

Office (photos); Tina Gerlach;  

Martha Horton. 
Contact Martha Horton at: 

mhortonnewslink@yahoo.com or  

call  (603) 545-8323  

COMING UP AT THE NATIONAL SHRINE OF ST. KATHARINE DREXEL 

Sept. 9th - Saturday - 11 AM - Mass for Feast of St. Peter Claver and Commissioning of Honor Guards for the Shrine. 

Sept. 10th - Sunday - 3 - 8 PM  - Annual GALA Fundraiser at Pen Ryn Estate  

Oct. 26th - Thursday - 2 - 4 PM - Tea in honor of St. Katharine’s canonization 

Nov. 18th - Saturday - Celebration of the legacy of the Drexel Family 

December - Celebrating “Emmanuel” - details forthcoming  

December 31st - Sunday - New Year’s Eve - closing of the Shrine 

Why not schedule a visit from your parish /school? Dates available through December.  

Call Tina at 215-244-9900 x380 for more information. Or email skdshrine@comcast.net. 

 

Cookbooks still available— 
only $15.00. 

Makes a great gift! 
Order online at  

www.saintkatharinedrexelgiftshop.org 

“I will bring Jesus  
       with me to the children, 
           with me to my employments.” 
                     St Katharine Drexel 

Prayer for all returning to School 
Dear Lord, 
Help them find where they need to 
go and go only where Your will leads. 
To lead boldly, even where few will 
follow and follow only the path You 
reveal. 
Give them a desire for truth and 
passion for real learning. Have them 
learn to give, to love, to forgive and 
encourage. 
 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.”  
Jeremiah 29:11  
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New SBS 

Mission 

at  

Paul’s Run 

Retirement  

Community. 


