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MASS OF THANKSGIVING
ST. ELIZABETH CHAPEL
BENSALEM PA
DECEMBER 31, 2017
On December 31, 2017, we celebrated a Mass of Thanksgiving in our beloved St. Elizabeth Chapel, blessed by Archbishop Patrick J. Ryan in 1892.
The days and hours leading up to the final Mass were fraught with heartbreak by Bensalem residents and surrounding communities. The local newspaper featured a story about the Shrine, and advised the public that the final
date for visitation would be December 30th. The news spread quickly, and
hundreds came from near and far to visit St. Katharine’s crypt for the last
time.
Although the Mass of Thanksgiving was to begin at 2:00, preparations were
well under way by mid-morning. The altar was dressed with the finest lace
cover. Large candelabra were placed on the altar, along with red Poinsettia
plants. Below and to the left of the altar, the beautiful crèche, seen by so
many over the years, added to the splendor of the scene.
Volunteers from ASBS and Honor Guards reported to their assigned areas
to welcome and collect tickets from the faithful. St. Elizabeth Chapel began
to fill with an air of excitement and anticipation.
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With the arrival of each SBS, I noticed a sereneness in each countenance, a
calmness of each spirit. It was if they were quietly saying, “it is well with my
soul.” Some of the Sisters prayed silently, some said the rosary, while others
were greeted gleefully by all who love them. So many professed their vows in
this sacred place. So many witnessed events, both spiritual and historical:
funerals, St. Katharine Drexel Feast Day Masses, the Canonization Mass for
St. Katharine in 2000, Prayer Services for community events, Masses for the
St. Katharine Drexel Award, just to name a few. This was a bittersweet moment.

It is well, it is well, with my soul.

Cont. P. 2

MASS OF THANKSGIVING

(Cont. from P. 1)

The final moment had arrived. Sr. Donna Breslin, SBS President, welcomed everyone with graciousness and gratitude, in thanksgiving for the
many blessings SBS have received over the years. She thanked all who
had worshiped at the Chapel, and those who came to visit St. Katharine’s
crypt. Sr. Donna said she hoped everyone would, “continue St.
Katharine’s mission in the church and world, to effect unity and community among all peoples through the power of our Eucharistic Lord.”
Bishop Edward M. Deliman celebrated the Mass of Thanksgiving. Concelebrating with him were: Msgr. Frederico Britto, Fr. Silvio D’Ostilio,
CSSp, Fr. Dennis Gill, Fr. A. Gerard Jordan, Msgr. Kenneth McAteer,
Fr. Chris McDermott, CSSp, Msgr. Wilfred Pashley, Rev. Charles
Ravert, Fr. Stephen Thorne, Rev. Eugene Wilson, and Rev. Joseph
LoJacano. They were given the signal by two Seminarians to prepare for
Procession.
The Entrance Procession began, headed by Robert Gutherman and Amy
Wall, recipients of the miracle of hearing by St. Katharine. There were
Sr. Donna Breslin, SBS President
smiles and tears as the Priests and Bishop processed to the altar. The Entrance Song, “Let It Rise,” sung by the choir from
St. Martin De Porres, was jubilant and spirit-filled.
Bishop Deliman’s homily soothed the concerns of those who were worried or
concerned about the future of SBS. He pointed out that even in the midst of
our sorrow about the closing of the Chapel, St. Katharine would not be saying, “Oh woe is me, what am I going to do now?” Yes, even though SBS are at
a crossroad, he reminded us of a quote from St. Katharine, “God has other
ways.” Bishop Deliman told us to have faith and concluded with a quote from
St. Junipero Serra “Fear nothing, press forward”.

God has other ways.
St. Katharine Drexel
Bishop Edward M. Deliman

St. Martin de Porres Choir
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Friends in the back of the Chapel
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After the Recessional Hymn to St. Katharine was sung by the congregation,
an invitation was extended to those who wished to visit the tomb of St.
Katharine. In groups of 20, visitors were taken down the ramp to the crypt
area.
This was a day that I and others will never forget. As I walked out and looked
at the huge banner of St. Katharine that hung in the back of the chapel, I
thought how blessed I am to be an Associate of the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament.
Joyce Hadley

SBS National Assistant Director

(Photos by Cherie Wenger)
ASBS Assistant Director
Joyce Hadley does a reading .

Fear nothing, press forward!
St. Junipero Serra

MRS. EMILY MILNER, ASBS, MARKS MILESTONE
BY ATLANTA ASBS CATHARINE JUDD
Mrs. Emily Milner celebrated her 100th Birthday with her
Atlanta ASBS sisters, her whole church community, and her
Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School Alumni on Martin Luther King weekend at the historic Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception, Atlanta. A Mass was celebrated by Msgr. Henry
Gracz who spoke of Mrs. Milner as a remarkable woman,
mother, grandmother, great grandmother and great, great
grandmother. He read a long, personal letter written by
Archbishop Wilton Gregory in honor of Mrs. Milner for the
special occasion. Archbishop Gregory commended her for
her faithful Catholic witness and her service to the church
and to the community.
Being the oldest Alumni from Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic
School, founded by St. Katharine Drexel in 1912, Mrs.
Milner, who interacted with Mother Katharine on a few occasions, remarked about how “Mother Katharine really loved
her girls.”
The church bulletin from the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception summarized Mrs. Milner’s
strong faith, indicating that “Christ in the Eucharist has guided her faith, and neither weather or
pains deter her from regular Sunday Masses.”
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BENSALEM ASBS MIDWINTER ACTIVITIES
BY ASBS RENEE ROBINSON, PHD
During this midwinter season, our focus and preparation have been on our collective thanksgiving to
mark cherished memories with the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament on the Motherhouse grounds.
The spiritual gifts that we have shared over the years have enriched our lives beyond measure. We all
have learned to appreciate and to look deeply at small things, and feel at home with the knowledge,
“…all earthly things are only valuable in as much as they bring us to God.” SKD

“...all earthly things are only valuable
in as much as they bring us to God.”
St. Katharine Drexel

The Motherhouse grounds have been a primary site for the Bensalem Community Annual ASBS Retreat. This year, Sr. Jane Nesmith led our community in reflections on and witness to our personal
relationship with Christ, “When did you first encounter Jesus…” a phrase which helped to mark experiences that were communal and celebrated by all. This November day we shared the Motherhouse space with many pilgrims and visitors from near and far; blessings abound... “unity and community among all people.”
Our December holiday party was held at Paul’s Run Retirement Community. Fellowship, good conversation, yummy snacks, and holiday
trim were highlights for the afternoon. A festive time of the year became even more dramatic with beautifully wrapped and prepared gifts
for all of the Sisters. Michele Konicki, ASBS, contributed to the spirit
of the day with a delivery of gifts for each Sister. These gifts were
made possible through the benevolent generosity of a local Bensalem
family who have battled cancer for many years. Their appreciation for
the many prayers from the SBS/ASBS community were symbolically
contained in each of the toiletry bags, with personal items and special
greeting cards designed by the children, adding to the Sisters’ keepsakes to celebrate the season. The afternoon was concluded with singing, caroling orchestrated by Sr. Jane Nesmith.
The formal closing of the Motherhouse of the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament allowed participants to experience the deep affection and reverence for Mother Katherine and her mission in the world. December 31,
2017, the Motherhouse grounds were enriched with the Spirit of many ASBS Ernest and Madeline Tynes
Welcome Ministers
followers of SKD/SBS. ASBS Ernest and Madeline Tynes welcomed
guest to a special Mass of Thanksgiving in St. Elizabeth’s Chapel.
Most Rev. Edward M. Deliman concelebrated the Mass of Thanksgiving with clergy from surrounding parishes ministered to by Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament. After the ritual closing for the Shrine
and Motherhouse grounds, the final blessing and dismissal allowed time for guests to visit the Crypt
before departing the property.
We must continue our mission to become a sign in the world of the power of the Eucharistic Christ.

EDITORS NOTE: In the Fall Newsletter, I incorrectly identified Associates Ernest and Madeline
Tynes. I also misspelled ASBS Renee Robinson’s first name. I regret these errors.
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ST. MARTINVILLE RETREAT
On November 11, 2017, the St. Martinville,
Louisiana ASBS faith community hosted
Rayne ASBS and New Iberia ASBS at a retreat and commissioning of four new ASBS.
Margaret Richard, St. Martinville Coordinator, and Rev. Michael Sucharski, SVD, Pastor
of Notre Dame Catholic Church, welcomed
the participants. Rev. Sucharski talked
about St. Katharine Drexel’s legacy and
thanked the ASBS for keeping her legacy
alive. He asked the ASBS to pray for the education of young people since the drop out
rates are high and education was so important to St. Katharine. He blessed the participants and joined us for lunch.
After lunch there was praise and worship,
singing and prayer. Sr. Mary Roger, SBS,
then spoke to us and led us in reflection. She
mentioned that, “God’s greatest work on
earth is man and man’s greatest work on
earth is to lead others to God.” This is the
heart of evangelization.

Seated l-r: ASBS Candidates Hazel Aubry and Mary Pierre of St.
Martinville and Louise Barlow Jefferson and Mary Valin of New
Iberia.
Standing l-r: Margaret Richard, ASBS Coordinator, St. Martinville : Sr. Mary Roger, SBS; Evelyn Jefferson, ASBS Coordinator,
New Iberia

Later we had the pre-commissioning ceremony for Candidates Hazel Aubry and Mary Pierre of St.
Martinville and Louise Barlow Jefferson and Mary Valsin of New Iberia. We had further prayer and
group discussions about our future as ASBS. Finally, we had Mass celebrated by Rev. Sucharski and
the commissioning ceremony in front of the Notre Dame faith community, with Sr. Mary Roger accepting the commitments on behalf of the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament. It was truly a spirit filled
retreat, hosted graciously by the St. Martinville ASBS.

ST. EDWARD CHURCH, NEW IBERIA CELEBRATES
100 YEARS
On the weekend of November 18-19, 2017, St. Edward Church commemorated its 100th Anniversary. On October 1, 1917, Rev. F. Xavier Lichtenburger, C.S.Sp. (a Holy Ghost priest) arrived in
New Iberia to serve the African American Catholics who had previously worshipped at St. Peter’s
Church which was segregated. St. Katharine sent $10,000 and asked that the Church be named in
honor of her brother-in-law, the late Col. Edward de Veaux Morrell. St. Katharine with the help of
her sister, Louise Morrel, purchased properties for the first Church, school and rectory. In 1918, the
Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament arrived and taught in the parish for more than 80 years.
Father Francis Alvin Dixon, SVD, of New Iberia served as pastor beginning in 1984 until 1990. His
sister, Manilla Broussard is an ASBS. The parish also produced 8 Sisters of the Holy Family, one
Dominican Sister and one Sister of the Blessed Sacrament, Sr. Gilda Marie Bell. Nearly 100 Sisters
of the Blessed Sacrament served at St. Edward School. There are 21 ASBS. The convent building
which is being turned into a shrine is the same building that St. Katharine stayed in on one of her visits to the parish. St. Edward parish and school has produced many leaders in the community, the
state and the country. May God continue to bless this parish and all the parishes touched by the loving hand of our dear Mother—St. Katharine Drexel.
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T O TA L G I F T O F S E L F

ARTICLES FOR NEXT
ISSUE DUE APRIL 1
Remember to send articles on St. Katharine’s
Feast Day activities.
GONE HOME TO OUR LORD
New Orleans ASBS Eloise Simmons * Rayne ASBS Deanna Begnaud
St. Martinville ASBS Theresa Williams

PRAYER TO THE DIVINE LOVER
My Beloved Spouse, did I not give you everything You asked of me here? If You
love those missions so much do You think that when You are continually with
me, I will give you less? For You can lean Your head on my breast, and You can
love me - love me all You want. Do You think I would refuse then, anything
you asked me for those two Races?
Praying with St, Katharine Drexel, P. 18

